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Minutes to the Parish Council Meeting held in Goods Yard House at 7:30pm on 6th October 2025. 

Present: Cllrs Smith (JS), Horner (GH) (Chair), Norman (PN), Nathan (RN), Colenutt (MC), Reed (NR), Crosby (KC), Baker (PB) and Sanders (JS).
[bookmark: _Hlk210672015]Absent: Cllrs McNally (MM) and Hutcheson (JH).

In Attendance: Emma Fulham Clerk to the Council.
	
Public: One member of the public was present. 
In attendance was County Cllr Taylor. 
Public Meeting: 
Reports from District and County Councillors.
[bookmark: _Hlk211243122]District Councillor Millward had sent her apologies but had sent some information via County Cllr Taylor. Wealden’s £10,000 per ward funding was highlighted. 

Sussex Wildlife Trust and WDC are working together on a new initiative, and Cllr Taylor highlighted the WDC Parish Conference. Finally, she confirmed she was working with the Forest Centre and WDC for the centenary of Winnie the Pooh. 

County Cllr Taylor reported on the local government reorganisation proposal for the new unitary authority. The response from government was due back in February 2026, with elections planned for 2027. The mayoral legislation would not be completed until early February 2026 with proposed election timescale for 2026.

She reported on a meeting with Hartfield residents on the recent traffic accident in the High Street. There were requests for a 20mph speed limit and speed indicator signs. Cllr Taylor was asked to get an approximate  cost estimate for changing a speed limit and to then consider a feasibility study.
Blocked drains issues on the High Street and Castlefields were being chased, but Cllrs confirmed it was a Parish wide problem not just the High Street and Cllr Taylor said she would chase this up with ESCC. 

[bookmark: _Hlk58234911]Public 

There was one member of public who spoke briefly supporting the lowering of the speed limit in the High Street to 20mph. 

Parish Council Meeting commenced at 8:15pm.
There was no members of the public present for the main meeting. 

54. To accept apologies for absence.
Cllrs McNally (MM) and Hutcheson (JH). 
55. Declarations of pecuniary and disclosable interests in respect of matters to be discussed.

The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary.

56. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 1st September 2025. 

 Unanimously resolved and signed as a true record.

57. Matters Arising.

None 

58. To consider co-option to the Council. 

Unanimously resolved to defer this item.

59. Correspondence. 

The list had been circulated.
The Chair suggested a future agenda item on Gatwick policy positioning following the recent approval of the second runway. 
The conclusion of the external audit was duly noted by the Council.

60. Finance
(i) To approve bank reconciliation Unanimously resolved to accept the reconciliation and signed as a true record. 
(ii) To accept the account summary 2025/26 Unanimously resolved to accept the summary.
(iii) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
Unanimously resolved to accept the list totalling £18493.52
(iv) To consider mid-year position Unanimously resolved to accept the summary.

61. To ratify Committee Minutes 
(i) Planning– Unanimously deferred to the next meeting. 

62. To consider arrangements for newsletter. 
This item in terms of logistics was deferred to the next meeting. 
The draft timescale was agreed as follows: content in October, decision in the November meeting and send out in early December. 

63. To consider Jim Lusted memorial ideas.
The Council considered several ideas. The Council agreed that Cllr Smith would investigate a new hanging basket rail at the Haywagon bus stop and report costs at a future meeting.

64. To consider clock costs / options.
Cllr Colenutt reported the clock has been reinstalled and seemed to be working well so far. 

65. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

For Reporting:
Cllr Nathan would attend the Wealden Parish Conference. 
Cllr Reed reported on possible centenary plans for Winnie the Pooh. 
Cllr Sanders reported on the recent parish liaison meeting which covered the Pooh centenary, youth and volunteer outreach, car park maintenance and income and grazing programme. 
Cllr Colenutt reported on the Sussex Police conference. 

For Inclusion: 
Update on charging points. 
Newsletter.
Jim Lusted memorial. 

Dates of Next Meetings:
7th November 2025.

The meeting closed at 9:25pm 
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