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HARTFIELD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MINUTES HELD ON MONDAY, 13TH APRIL 2026, AT 7.30PM IN HARTFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Present: Cllrs Smith, Horner (Chair), Hutcheson, Nathan, Norman, Baker, Reed, Sanders, Smith  and Colenutt. 
In Attendance: Clerk to the Council Emma Fulham
1. [bookmark: _Hlk58234911]Apologies for absence and attendance register.
Chris Bone – WDC. 

2. To Approve Annual Parish Meeting minutes from 2025.
Duly accepted as a true record. 

3. Chairman’s report on Parish Council Activities.

The Chair reported on the role of the Parish Council and vacancies on the Council. 

The Chair thanked Rev Julie for her years of service since 2013 and her community efforts and presented her with a bouquet as way of thanks from the Parish Council and wished her well with her future when she leaves Hartfield and her next chapter. 
Rev Julie accepted her gift and thanked the community and highlighted some of the moments of her time in Hartfield. 

The Chair reported on the parish finances including the income from rent and the precept and the expenditure on asset maintenance of community assets including grounds maintenance to aid the sports clubs and community grant scheme in addition to administration and insurance costs. 

He outlined planned community events and welcomed the community efforts into planning those. 

He reported a new roof was inevitable for the pavilion. 

He reported on the emergency and resilience plan steered by the Council. He highlighted the forms to sign up to volunteer for or provide information to the committee headed up by Cllrs Colenutt and Nathan. 

He also confirmed the lobbying with ESCC for safer and better-quality roads. The Parish Council has also installed footpath signs warning of dangerous roads and routes to Pooh Bridge. 

Regarding initiatives on sustainability, he reported on the EV charging at Goods Yard House now fully operational. He also reported on the Southeast Water challenge to save water which would be financially beneficial to St Marys School. 

The Chair introduced a new award scheme for volunteers. The awards this year were presented to Stephen Howard and Amanda Beetham for their tireless efforts in litter picking around the Parish and presented a small gift to Stephen Howard who was in attendance. 

He then opened the floor for questions: 

There was a question about the possible Pooh Carving within the oak tree at Jib Jacks Hill. The Chair confirmed the Council were considering about the costs for a bat survey, but the carving was not payable by the Council. Nothing was decided currently and the tree was owned by ESCC not HPC. The consensus was the old dead oak was not unattractive and could be useful for local ecology. 

More queries were raised on the Southeast Water initiative. Cllr Millward would report back on this and gather ideas on water saving but local water leaks were not helping the situation. Further promotion and clarification from Southeast water was required. 

There were queries on the EV charge income. The Chair reported it was minimal use at this stage, but the Council was only paid an annual fee in lieu of any infrastructure expenditure. 

There was a query on ownership of the green near the Hatch. 

There was a query over a broken tree near the path near the Edenbridge Road which was a matter for ESCC and some concern raised over refuse dumped on the Edenbridge Road. 

There was concern raised over the state of the benches. The Council confirmed they were regularly maintained and defects reported and resolved. 

There was a concern over the parking near the School Drive and they requested yellow lines. Cllr Millward reported that a unitary would enforce yellow lines when WDC is removed in 2028. 

The Chair introduced County Cllr Georgia Taylor and District Cllr Millward who were also involved in the discussion. Cllr Taylor suggested she would speak to Highways about possible zigzags outside the School. 

Flooding from Jib Jacks Hill was noted as an issue for houses near Oaklea and the Chapel. ESCC have this listed as an action. There was another issue from the High Street to Edenbridge Road. Cllr Taylor would continue to chase it up. 

4. Report from PCSO – pending availability
No one was available from Sussex Police. 

5. Presentation from WDC representatives on waste initiatives and sustainability schemes. 
The representative from WDC was unfortunately unwell.
The Clerk provided a brief overview of the Food Waste initiative.

6. Reports from local groups.

27th April at 7pm was the AGM for the Village Hall and new volunteers were welcomed.

Honey run 15th November – all help welcomed. 

Fete 12th September – again all donations and volunteers welcomed. 

The walking for health group was highlighted and the Parish Council thanked for their financial help. 

Meeting closed at 8:50pm.
image1.jpeg
/7

%«% HARTEFIELD

PARISHCOUNCIL

yZ4





            HARTFIELD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  M INUTES  HELD ON  MONDAY,  13 TH   APRIL 202 6 , AT  7.30PM IN  HARTFIELD VILLAGE HALL   Present: Cllrs Smith, Horner   ( Chair) , Hutcheson, Nathan, N orman, Baker, Reed,  Sanders ,  Smith    and C olenutt.    In Attendance: Clerk t o the Council Emma Fulham   1.   Apologies for absence and attendance register.   Chris Bone  –   WDC .      2.   To Approve  Annual Parish M eeting  minutes from 202 5 .   Duly accepted as   a true record.       3.   Chairman’s report on Parish Council Activities .     The Chair  reported on the role o f the Parish Council   and vacancies  on the Council .      The Chair thanked R e v  Julie for her years of service   since 2013   and her community  efforts   and presented her with a bouquet as way of thanks   from the P arish Council and  wished her well with  her future  when she leaves Hartfield   and her next chapter.    Rev Julie acc epted her gift and  thanked the community and highlighted some of the  moments of her time in Hartfield.      The Chair  reported on  the   parish finances   including   the income from rent   and the  precept   and   the  expenditure on  asset mainte nance of community assets  including  grounds maintenance to aid the sports clubs  and  community  grant scheme   in addition to  administration and insurance costs.      He outlined planned community events   and welcomed the community efforts into  planning those.      He reported a new roof was inevitable for the pavilion.      He reported on the emergency  and resilience plan   steered by the Council.  He  highlighted the forms to sign up  to v olunteer   for or provide information to the  committee  headed up by Cllrs Colenutt and Nathan.      He also confirmed the lobbying with ESCC for safer  and  better - quality   roads. The P a rish  Council  has also installed footpath signs warning of dangerous roads and routes to Pooh 

Clerk to the Council: Emma Fulham   Goods Yard House    Edenbridge Road, Hartfield, TN7 4JG    01342 822404    parishclerk@hartfieldonline.com            

