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Minutes to the Parish Council Meeting held in Goods Yard House at 7:30pm on 11th May 2026.

Present: Cllrs Horner (GH) (Chair), Norman (PN), Nathan (RN), Colenutt (MC), Smith (JS), Reed (NR) and Sanders (JS).

[bookmark: _Hlk220954021]Absent: Cllrs Crosby (KC), Hutcheson (JH) and Baker (PB).

In Attendance: Emma Fulham Clerk to the Council.
	
Public: No members of the public was present.
Public Meeting: 
Public 

No public were present.

Reports from District and County Councillors.
[bookmark: _Hlk211243122][bookmark: _Hlk58234911]No District or County Cllrs were present.
Parish Council Meeting commenced at 8:35pm.
1. To appoint Chairman 2026/27
Cllr Colenutt proposed Cllr Horner as Chair Cllr Smith seconded this and Cllr Horner was unanimously appointed as Chair.

2. Receive Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Chairman.
Cllr Horner signed the acceptance of office.

3. Election of Vice Chairman for year 2026/27
Cllr Horner proposed Cllr Smith as Vice Chair Cllr Reed seconded this and Cllr Smith was unanimously appointed as Vice Chair.

4. To accept apologies for absence.
Cllrs Crosby (KC) and Hutcheson (JH).
5. Declarations of pecuniary and disclosable interests in respect of matters to be discussed.
The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary.

6. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 2nd March 2026. 
The minutes were unanimously resolved and signed as a true record. 

7. Matters Arising.  
The results of the speed survey were noted. This matter would be referred to the PC meeting in June. 
The Clerk reported on the CLIF fund and the possibilities of an alternative sports fund. The work on the pavilion was likely to be delayed until late 2026 pending a grant award. 

8. To consider co-option to the Council. 
This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

9. Appointment of Committees and Representatives to other Authorised Bodies
Planning – To remain as existing. 
Finance – To remain as existing.
TCPA – To remain as existing. 
Ashdown Forest Liaison – Cllr Sanders
Wealdlink – Cllr Colenutt 
SLR / Highways – To remain as existing. 
WDALC – Cllr Nathan
ESALC – Cllr Smith
Fete – Cllr Norman

10. To approve the following Council documents:
(i) Council Standing Orders. 
(ii) Council Financial Regulations.
(iii) Code of Conduct. 
(iv) Council published policies.
(v) Power of General Competence

Part 1 of the Localism Act 2011 applies a general power of competence to local authorities in England.
Section 1 (1) of the Act provides that “a local authority has power to do anything that individuals
generally may do”. The power extends to ‘eligible’ parish councils. Under the Parish Councils (General
Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 (SI 2012/965), an ‘eligible’ parish council is
one in which at least two-thirds of the members have been elected (i.e. not co-opted), and in which the
clerk has completed one of a specified range of training courses.
Recommendations:-
(a) To confirm that Hartfield Parish Council has a Clerk with a Certificate in Local Council
Administration including the General Power of Competence and that two thirds of the Council has been elected.
(b). To adopt the Power of General Competence.
All of the above were unanimously approved and resolved.

11. Correspondence. 

The list had been circulated prior to the meeting.
The renewal of the audit contract to Mulberry LAS was unanimously resolved. 

12. Finance
(i) To receive and approve the internal audit report 
Unanimously resolved. 
(ii) To approve the AGAR – Accounting Statements
Unanimously resolved and signed.
(iii) To approve the AGAR – Accounts 2025/26
Unanimously resolved and signed.
(iv) To approve the bank reconciliation for 2025/26 
Unanimously resolved and signed. 
(v) To approve regular payment schedule and direct debits for 2026/27 
Unanimously resolved.
(vi) To approve signatories and banking arrangements for 2026/27 
Unanimously resolved.
(vii) To accept the account summary 2026/27.
Unanimously resolved.
(viii) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
Unanimously resolved to approve payments as circulated totalling £4409.58

13. To ratify Committee Minutes 
(i) Planning – March and April.
Unanimously resolved to ratify the minutes. 

The Council discussed the planning agenda complaint and agreed unanimously to post future agendas simply signposting to live applications on the WDC website to ensure the monthly meetings could capture all live applications and maintain timescales in response to WDC consultations and abiding to agenda legal timings constraints. 

14. To consider expenditure to progress Pooh sculpture project. 
The Council agreed to defer this to the June meeting. 

15. To consider update on Pooh centenary.
Cllr Reed reported on the centenary low scale events planned. 

16. To consider update and proposed expenditure on Jim Lusted memorial and consider a memorial for John Chalke. 
This item was deferred to the June meeting. 

17. To consider Weald to Waves Initiative. Weald to Waves | Connecting nature across Sussex
The Council unanimously resolved to support the initiative.  

18. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

For Inclusion:

· Website / email provision.
The website and email issue were noted. The Clerk was asked to seek alternative proposals.
· CAGNE membership. 

For reporting: 

· County Cllr Taylor was congratulated on her re-election. Her work locally was appreciated. 
· The Village Hall car park wall partial removal was reviewed – The Parish Council has no objections to the proposals. It may require planning permission from ESCC and WDC but that was a matter for the Committee. 
· Cllr Smith reported on the patient participation group meeting and the Council were grateful for the support and good work the Surgery do within the community. 
· Cllr Smith reported on the absence of the alarm being set in the pavilion – The Clerk would write to all the main users to remind them. 
· The Council noted the sad news of the fire at the Dorset Arms and wished them a speedy re-opening. 

Dates of Next Meetings:
Parish Council Meeting 1st June 2026 

The meeting closed at 9pm 
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