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Minutes to the Parish Council Meeting held in Goods Yard House at 7:30pm on 7th September 2026.

Present: Cllrs Norman (PN), Nathan (RN), Colenutt (MC) (Chair), Reed (NR), Hutcheson (JH) and Baker (PB).

[bookmark: _Hlk220954021]Absent: Cllrs Sanders (JS), Horner (GH), Smith (JS) and Crosby (KC).

In Attendance: Emma Fulham Clerk to the Council.
District Cllr Millward. 
	
Public: Nine members of the public was present.
In the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair Cllr Colenutt was appointed as Chair for the meeting. 
Public Meeting: 
Public 

There was a request to change the speed limit from 50mph to 30mph from Harts Lane to the bottom of  Shepherds Hill due to the residences, issues with access to the Church and Trinity Hall and non-vehicle road users’ safety. The Clerk would liaise with ESCC.

There was a concern raised over pedestrian safety due to parked cars opposite the Gallipot. 

There were some queries over the Clerk’s availability which were answered.

There was a question raised with Cllr Millward about a resident’s issue with planning. She agreed to review this outside of the meeting with the resident direct. 

There was a query on the how the defib process works. The Council considered the comments and 
the process was explained. The Clerk was asked to put information on the defib mapping website in the next Chronicle article. 

Reports from District and County Councillors.
[bookmark: _Hlk211243122]The County Cllr Taylor was not present and no apologies or reports had been received.
[bookmark: _Hlk58234911]District Cllr Millward reported that as of today the local government reorganisation had been postponed. She reported that on the Reg 19 consultation for the Local Plan and the proposals for better quality housing and developments. She reported on the back-to-school grant scheme and other youth initiatives. She outlined Wilder Wealden which was a nature initiative. She also raised concerns over the levels of water in the District. 
Parish Council Meeting commenced at 8:30pm.
45. To accept apologies for absence.
Cllrs Smith and Horner. 
46. Declarations of pecuniary and disclosable interests in respect of matters to be discussed.
The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary.

47. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 6th July 2026. 
 The minutes were unanimously resolved and signed as a true record.

48. Matters Arising.
Cllr Colenutt reported on the rotten posts at the Holtye Memorial. The Clerk would arrange replacements. 
Cllr Nathan reported all bar a few emergency booklets have been taken from the surgery. 
Cllr Nathan reported Cllr Hutcheson had arranged the PC space at the Fete and He would be manning the stall. 
Cllr Nathan reported on the WDALC meeting and he was now on the management committee for WDALC. 

49. To consider co-option to the Council. 
This item was deferred to a future meeting.

50. Correspondence. 
The list had been circulated. 
The Chair outlined the twinning association enquiry progress. The Clerk would ask Cllr Horner to report on it further at the next meeting. 
The Chair outlined the defib correspondence and comments from the Hall Committee. The Council had reviewed it and confirmed they were satisfied with the current process and arrangements. 
The external audit completion and public rights were noted and advertised in accordance with legislation.
The electrical report on the pavilion was noted and the emergency expenditure was ratified. 
The Playschool Survey was noted there were no further actions on this. 

51. Finance
(i) To accept the account summary 2026/27
The account summary was duly accepted. 
The bank reconciliation was duly accepted and signed as true record.
(i) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
The list as circulated totalling £18245.93 and two additional payments to Barcombe Landscapes £600.00 and ESCC for a speed survey £506.40 which completed a total payment schedule of £19352.33 and the list was unanimously resolved.

52. To consider website update. 
Cllr Reed reported he would meet the Clerk in early November and report back in due course. This item would be deferred to November/December. 

53. To consider update on Jim Lusted memorial and memorial for John Chalke. 
The Clerk provided an update on the Jim Lusted memorial which was not in place yet. 
The Clerk reported the picnic bench for John Chalke was ordered and would be installed shortly. 

54. To consider playground report and forward planning. 
The Clerk had circulated the playground report. 
The Clerk recommended a working party was created to investigate further improvements to the playground and a future recommendation would be then made to the Council. 
The Council resolved to set up a working party to include all Cllrs from the Town Croft Committee. 

55. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

For Inclusion:

· Fete.
· Honey run.
· Website.

For reporting: 

· The death of David Graham was noted and the Clerk was asked to arrange a card of condolence. 
· The car park at the Pavilion needed attention and the Clerk was asked to investigate. 
· The hedgecutting at the Croft was noted. 
· The Hartfield Sign has been dislodged and the Clerk was asked to arrange a repair. 

56. Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960
To RESOLVE that in view of the confidential/special nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable that the press/public be excluded and instructed to withdraw during discussion.

The Council Resolved to exclude the public from this item. 

The Council accepted the completion of staff data processing training and the data audit process. 
The Council accepted the NALC payscale update. 
The Council accepted the recommended arrangements for the October meetings.
The Council confirmed the key arrangement and noticeboard arrangement.

Dates of Next Meetings: Parish Council Meeting 5th October 2026 
The meeting closed at 9:05pm 
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                Minutes to the   Parish Council Meeting held  in Goods Yard House at 7: 30 pm on   7 th   September  2026.     Present:  Cllr s   Norman   (PN) ,  Nathan   (RN) ,   Colenutt   (MC)   (Chair) ,   Reed (NR) ,  Hutcheson (JH)   and Baker  (PB).     Absent :   Cllr s   Sanders (JS ), Horner (GH),  Smith (JS)   and   Crosby (KC) .     In Attendance:  Emma Fulham Clerk to the Council .   District Cllr Millward.        Public:  Nine   member s   of the public was present .   In the absence of  the Chair and Vice Chair Cllr Colenutt  was appointed as Chair for the meeting.    Public Meeting:     Public      There  was a request to  change the speed limit from 50 mph   to 30mph from Harts Lane  to   the bottom  of    Shepherds Hill  due to the residences , issues with access to the Church and Trinity Hall  and non - vehicle road users ’   safety.  The Clerk would liaise with ESCC.     There was a  concern raised over pedestrian safety due to parked cars opposite the Gallipot.      There were some queries over  the Clerk’s   availability  which were answered .     There was a question raised with Cllr Millward about a resident’s issue with planning .  She agreed to  review this outside of the meeting with the resident direct.      There was a query on the  how the defib  process works.  The C ouncil considered the comments and    the process was explained. The Clerk was asked to put information on the defib mapping website  in  the next Chronicle article.      Reports from District and County Councillors.   The  County Cllr   Taylor  was not   present   and no apologies or reports had been received.  
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