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Minutes to the Parish Council Meeting held in Goods Yard House at 7:30pm on 5th October 2026.

Present: Cllrs Nathan (RN), Colenutt (MC), Reed (NR), Hutcheson (JH), Horner (GH)(Chair) and Smith (JS)

[bookmark: _Hlk220954021]Absent: Cllrs Norman (PN), Baker (PB), and Crosby (KC).

In Attendance: Anita Emery Locum Clerk to the Council.
	
Public:  4 members of the public were present.
Public Meeting: 

There were questions from the public on the following subjects: 
One Member of the public raised a few queries:

· Website – it is difficult to call up the PC website as it states it isn’t private, it has happened last in two days. Cllr Reed stated Vision ICT have been contacted.
· Walking Jib Jacks behind the High Street where new owners of land footpath 19 near the church.  There is a gate which has been locked for decades.  New owners have unlocked it.  Unsure who owns gate and style (behind Stairs Farm) – which is dangerous.  Gate has been locked again.  
· Up Church Street and steps on the right hand side…the steps need looking at.  Need to know who the owner is. The Council confirmed the Landowner has been contacted by the clerk but needs to chase.

· Another query was raised about a sign that she wished to put in the memorial garden but has not heard back via email. 
The Clerk would respond as had not received original email as old email address was used. 
· Another concern was raised about parking problems in the High Street as bus did not stop due to parked cars.

A member of the public from the walking group raised a few queries:

· Railway Cottages dumping grass cuttings and chicken waste.  Concerns over residents who have been cutting back trees but not on their land.  
· Dog mess along old railway.  Kids have built mud ramps for their bikes – worry unstable ground for walkers.  Cigarette ends everywhere.  
Clerk to write to Housing Association.  Cllr Nathan requested photographic evidence. 
The member of the public will email the Clerk as evidence needs to be submitted and the Clerk would ask in a letter to Wealden to ask for dog warden to visit and obtain signs or purchase signs.  
Clerk to action.
· Walking group to start at 09.15 so not to clash with playschool.  More residents are parking in the car park.
· Cllr MC - Suggestion to do a litter pick along the railway path.

There were several queries from one member of the public: 
· She thanked to committee members who helped at the fete. NH felt more information was needed at the PC stand.  Cllr Nathan reported he had sufficient information, but the wind blew it away.  The event did not obtain people to co-op but did gain volunteers who wished to litter pick or help around the parish.
· Where are the notices about the meetings and who will be putting them up.  Cllr Colenutt advised members are putting the agendas and minutes when required.  It was advised that the noticeboard at the parish office needs looking at.
· Pavilion looking sad – the windows and the WC’s need attention.  Cllr Nathan advised this will be discussed at the Town Croft meeting and the Council were waiting on the outcome of two grants from WDC. 
· Concern over three closed meetings and a response to a letter.  Cllr Horner advised that a response is being collated and will be sent in due course.  
· HPC advised and confirmed that it was agreed at a previous meeting for the Clerk to work remotely.

Reports from District and County Councillors.
[bookmark: _Hlk211243122]The County Cllr Taylor reported - nothing received
[bookmark: _Hlk58234911]District Cllr Millward reported  - nothing received 
Parish Council Meeting commenced at 8.22pm.
57. To accept apologies for absence.
· Cllrs Norman (PN), Baker (PB), and Crosby (KC).

58. Declarations of pecuniary and disclosable interests in respect of matters to be discussed.

· The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary.

59. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 7th September 2026. 
· The minutes were unanimously resolved and signed as a true record.

60. Matters Arising.
The Clerk’s report confirmed she had instructed repairs on the posts at Holtye War Memorial and the Village sign. The car park emergency works had been completed and the Clerks report also confirmed the condolence card to Linda Graham had been arranged. 

61. To consider co-option to the Council. 

· In the absence of any written applications prior to the meeting for co-option this item was unanimously resolved as deferred to a future meeting. 

62. Correspondence. 

The list had been circulated. 
The Chair outlined the following items of note: 
· Twinning – Cllr Horner reported on the place in France who had approached him.  The school were interested.  Whilst the Council love the idea with the current bandwidth of Council it is not possible to pursue currently.
· CLM – update was provided by the Chair.
· Cllr Nathan – He reported he was impressed by which speed in which the hole in the mantel cover was repaired prior to the fete by the Clerk.

63. Finance

(i) To accept the account summary 2026/27
The summary  was unanimously resolved and accepted. 
The Council Finance Committee would meet in November to examine in detail and prepare the budget for 2027/28. 
(ii) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
The list totalling £10562.49 was unanimously resolved and accepted. 

64. To ratify committee minutes. 

July and September planning minutes were duly ratified. 

65. To consider website update.

This item was noted. The Clerk and Cllr Reed would meet prior to the next meeting to provide an update in November. 

66. To consider update on Jim Lusted memorial and memorial for John Chalke. 

The Clerk’s report had been circulated and was noted. The installation of the John Chalke picnic table was noted as being installed and the delay with the Jim Lusted memorial was also noted. 

67. To consider playground report and forward planning update. 

The TCPA committee would discuss this at a site meeting to be agreed at the TCPA meeting following the main PC meeting. 

68. To receive report on Fete.

To be deferred to November.

69. To receive update on Honey Run – 15th November. 

Cllr Smith reported on this requesting for volunteers to marshall -  GH, JH, RN, MC available.  He will speak with Jonathan Latham about parking.  Waiting on school, Scouts have confirmed their help.
He was also appalled by dog mess on the Croft – more prominent signage needed.  Clerk to action.

70. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

For Inclusion:

· Playground
· Honey run.
· Website.
· Budget / precept.
· Fete Report
· 2027 dates.
· Emergency Planning – future agenda

For reporting: 

· Oct 14th official date when Winnie Pooh becomes 100 years old.  Time capsule in the ground.  Request for Cllr Horner to write a short note about the village current day.

71. Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960
To RESOLVE that in view of the confidential/special nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable that the press/public be excluded and instructed to withdraw during discussion.

The Council considered the confidential correspondence received, advice received and the draft response circulated. 
The Council resolved that Cllr Horner should respond on behalf of the Council following the advice received. 

Dates of Next Meetings: Parish Council Meeting 2nd November 2026 
The meeting closed at 9pm 
image1.jpeg
/7

%«% HARTEFIELD

PARISHCOUNCIL

yZ4





                Minutes to the   Parish Council Meeting held  in Goods Yard House at 7: 30 pm on   5 th   October  2026.     Present:  Cllr s   Nathan   (RN) ,   Colenutt   (MC) ,   Reed (NR) ,  Hutcheson (JH) ,   Horner (GH) (Chair)   and  Smith  (JS)     Absent :   Cllr s   Norman (PN) ,  Baker (PB),  and  Crosby (KC).     In Attendance:  Anita Emery Locum  Clerk to the Council .       Public:    4   member s   of the public w ere   present .   Public Meeting:       There were questions from the public on the  following subjects:    One Member of the pu blic raised a few queries :        Website  –   it  is  difficult to call up the PC website as it states it isn’t private ,   it has   happened  last  in  two days.  Cllr Reed  stated Vision ICT have been contacted.      Walking  J ib  J acks behind  the H igh  S treet where new owners of land footpath 19  near  the  church.  There is a gate which has been locked for decades.  New owners have unlocked   it .   Uns ur e who owns gate and style   (behind Stairs Farm)   –   which is dangerous.  Gate h as been  locked again.          Up Church Street and  steps on the right hand side… the  steps need looking at .  Need to know  who the owner is.   The Council confirme d the  Landowner has been contacted  by the clerk  but need s   to chase.        Another query was raised  about a sign that she wished to put in the memorial garden but  has not heard back   via email.     The C l erk  would   respond   as had not received original email as old email address was used.       Another   concern was r aised  about  parking problem s in the High Street   as bus did not stop   due to parked cars.     A member of the public   from  the  walking group   raised a  few  quer ies:        R ailway  C ottages dumping grass cuttings and chicken waste.   Co ncerns over residents who  have   been cutting back trees  but not  on  their land.    
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