
[image: C:\Users\Ninfield\Desktop\Hartfield Selected Logo.jpg]Clerk to the Council: Emma Fulham
Goods Yard House 
Edenbridge Road, Hartfield, TN7 4JG 
01342 822404 
parishclerk@hartfieldonline.com











Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held via Zoom due to Covid-19 restrictions on 7th December 2020 at 7:30pm.  
[bookmark: _Hlk18404067]
Present: Cllr G Horner (Chair), Cllr R Nathan, Cllr R Eastwood, Cllr M Colenutt, Cllr B Maude, Cllr C Burnett-Dick, Cllr A Higgins, Cllr J Sanders, Cllr C Beare, Cllr J Smith and Cllr P Norman.

Absent: Cllr A Emery.

61. To accept apologies for absence.
Cllr A Emery. 

62. Declarations of pecuniary and disclosable interests in respect of matters to be discussed.
The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary.
63. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 2nd November 2020.
 Unanimously approved and signed as a true record. 
64. Matters Arising. 

The Clerk and Cllr Colenutt confirmed action on speed surveys would take place in the Spring and would be liaising on exact sites with ESCC. 
The Clerk had reported the approval of the Marsh Green improved sign proposed by Highways to ESCC. 
The Clerk had written to the Garage as requested at the last meeting. 
The report on the pavilion has been circulated to the Council.  
The memorial bench installation had been agreed but was deferred due to damp weather. 
The Christmas tree has been installed. 
The Clerk had responded to the tree concern near Holtye Golf Club and had has no further correspondence on the matter. 
The bins on the Croft were not being regularly removed. There seemed to be some confusion from Biffa over the colour coded bins when both were for landfill. The Clerk would follow up with Biffa. 
65. Correspondence. 

The list had been circulated prior to the meeting and the Chair highlighted the following items: 
· The North Wealden Cluster WDC meeting outcome was highlighted in regard to the Council’s participation in the local plan and strategic site consultations. 
· Bonnie Gunter’s correspondence on temporary dog ownership against the lease terms was considered. 
The Council unanimously agreed to an exception to the normal tenancy agreement and supported under agreed conditions. The Clerk would write to the tenant to confirm the terms. 
· The Council had the various planning correspondence outlined by the Clerk. 
· Footpath diversion 62B and 77B Goodtrees Farm (previous known as Scraggs Farm) was considered.  The Clerk had circulated a report from the Rights of Way volunteers Jo Edwarde and Janet Littleford.  
The Council reviewed the report and it was agreed to support the diversion. The Clerk would write to ESCC to confirm this. 
66. Finance
1. To accept year to date account 2020/21
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The Clerk outlined the increases in costs, mainly due to legal fees and the release of the retention on Goods Yard House. 
The report was unanimously accepted and the budget overspend noted. 
1. To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
The list had been circulated prior to the meeting. Expenditure of £13922.72 was unanimously accepted.

1. To accept audit report.
Duly accepted. 

1. To accept budget proposal for 2021/22 as circulated.
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
Cllr Eastwood outlined the budget proposal for 2021/22. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The outline budget was approved unanimously on the basis that project expenditure was dependent on grant or other funding. It was agreed that without income from the fun run or fete in 2021 that funds would need to be sourced to finance the additional projects, else there would be a shortfall of £2000. The pavilion costs budgeted at £15000 would be covered from reserves and not from precept income and therefore an overall deficit budget was set on this basis. 

1. To accept precept request to WDC for £92106.00 (a 2% increase in monetary terms on 2020/21).
The Council considered the precept in light of the current economic climate and, having agreed a cautious and considerate budget, it was argued that a small increase in precept would cover day to day increases in costs and the Council would cover any deficit from reserves to pay for the pavilion works. 
The precept of £92106.00 for 2020/21 was unanimously approved.

(Cllr Higgins left the meeting 8:55pm)

67. To ratify delegated decisions since 2nd November 2020 as follows: 

Planning Decisions:

Application No. WD/2020/2242/F
Location: HILLSIDE FARM, SANDY LANE, COLEMANS HATCH, HARTFIELD, TN7 4ER Description: NEW BUILD HOME OFFICE IN PLACE OF FORMER GARAGE.
The Parish Council supports the application subject to neighbour’s representations. 
Application No. WD/2020/2155/F Location: PORCH COTTAGE, CAT STREET, HARTFIELD, TN7 4ED Description: DEMOLITION OF EXISTING REAR EXTENSION AND ERECTION OF NEW SINGLE-STOREY REAR EXTENSION.
The Parish Council supports the application subject to neighbour’s representations. 
Application No. WD/2020/1655/F 
Location: PRIMROSE COTTAGE, GALLIPOT HILL, HARTFIELD, TN7 4AL Description: PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT TO CREATE FOUR DETACHED DWELLINGS
The Parish Council objects to the application as it has concerns over the additional traffic and access onto what is already a dangerous section of road with speeding issues. The Parish Council would also like these homes to be more modest in size in keeping with the housing need survey completed which showed a need for starter and downsizer homes within the parish. 

Application No. WD/2020/2130/F 
Location: PERRYHILL ORCHARD, EDENBRIDGE ROAD, HARTFIELD, TN7 4JJ Description: CONVERSION OF REDUNDANT BARN TO FORM FOUR RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS WITH THE PROVISION OF SOFT LANDSCAPING AND PARKING AREA.
The Parish Council supports the application for these modest dwellings which are in keeping with the draft neighbourhood plan and housing needs survey completed. 
The Parish Council however has some concerns over highway safety and would like confirmation from ESCC they are happy with visibility. 
The Parish Council decision is also subject to neighbour’s representations. 
Application No. WD/2020/2389/F
Location: CONWAY, GALLIPOT HILL, HARTFIELD, TN7 4AN
Description: PROPOSED SIDE EXTENSION TO EXISTING TIMBER FRAMED GARAGE
The Parish Council supports the application subject to any neighbour’s representations. 
All unanimously ratified.

68. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

Cllr Burnett-Dick raised the idea of a possible event in the absence of a fete. This is yet to be confirmed and a meeting of the Fete Committee would take place in January. 

Cllr Colenutt raised the matter of tree planting and a possible community initiative. 
The Clerk confirmed the matter of sustainability initiatives would be on the next agenda. 
The Clerk would get some costs and report back. 
	
Cllr Nathan reported the gym project was on hold following the TCPA meeting which had agreed to prioritise the pavilion works. 

Cllr Eastwood reported on Withyham Parish Council’s plan to purchase the post office and increase their precept. 

Cllr Smith spoke in favour of some sort of community event – scarecrow competition, pram race in 2021 if the fete and fun run were not possible. 

Cllr Horner requested a letter to ESCC thanking them for the works to Pooh Bridge. 
The Clerk would action.

The Clerk reported on the idea of a 2022 jubilee celebration and would add it to a future agenda for discussion. 

The Clerk reported on the following feedback from ESCC Highways following the SLR meeting: 
· Drainage issue by Brian Gow Roofing Supplies, Cat Street - the highway steward found there were two blocked drains here and they are due to be cleared within the next 28 days.
· Pothole outside Nick the Butcher, High Street  - There were two potholes here that met the criteria for repair and repairs have now been completed.
· Chevron signs opposite the Church on Shepherds Hill, Colemans Hatch - the damaged signposts have now been replaced.
The matter of the footpath to Upper Hartfield from Gallipot Hill had been referred to ESCC due to complaints over the uneven surface. The Clerk would also refer the Colemans Hatch sign which had suffered recent damage. 

The Clerk would confirm any final changes to 2021 dates and re-circulate the list. The most recent guidance was that meetings were likely to be virtual until early Summer.

Dates of Next Meetings:
1st February 2021.

The meeting closed at 9pm
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