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[bookmark: _Hlk58234911]
Present: Cllrs Horner, Higgins, Reed, Colenutt, Norman, Nathan and Gunn. 

[bookmark: _Hlk81849370][bookmark: _Hlk86688430][bookmark: _Hlk89712274]Absent: Cllrs Eastwood, Smith, Sanders, Beare and Burnett-Dick
In Attendance: Emma Fulham Clerk to the Council.

Minutes to the Parish Council Meeting held in Goods Yard House at 7:30pm on 6th December 2021. 

Public:

There were apologies from the County and District Cllrs. 

There were concerns raised over the verge round the village green impeding pedestrians. The Clerk was asked to write to ESCC Highways to action. 

Sussex Police were represented by Amy Brashill and Matt Duvall who introduced themselves and explained their roles and updated the Council on recent activities. Rural crime had recently increased and the Council were urged to encourage people to report crime to either 999 or 101 so that the police were aware of the problem areas. They would supply some information to the Clerk to add to Facebook. 

The Parish Council formal meeting commenced at 8:05pm. 
67. To accept apologies for absence.
Cllrs Eastwood, Smith, Sanders, Beare and Burnett-Dick

68. Declarations of pecuniary and disclosable interests in respect of matters to be discussed.
The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary.

69. To consider co-option to the Council. 
The Council considered the applications. 
[bookmark: _Hlk89713842]Cllr Reed proposed Duncan Gunn seconded by Cllr Higgins and unanimously appointed. 
Cllr Higgins proposed Robert Shaw seconded by Cllr Nathan and unanimously appointed. 

70. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 1st November 2021.  
Unanimously accepted.

71 .Matters Arising.
Noticeboard – The Upper Hartfield noticeboard has been ordered. The Holtye noticeboard will be ordered once a site visit has been completed. 
The Clerk had written to ESCC re Central Garage and would follow up progress with the garage. 
The bus shelter at Upper Hartfield had been completed. The Council agreed to progress the solar lighting project (Proposed by Cllr Horner seconded by Cllr Higgins and unanimously approved). 

72. Correspondence. 
The correspondence list was reviewed by the Council. 

The following were highlighted: 

· Lord De La Warr letter in reply to Cllr Horner’s request re the jubilee was noted.
· The party parking request to use the croft for summer 2022 was considered. The Council confirmed other options for parking were available and should be used rather than the Croft. 
· The complaint on signage within the village was noted. No further action was deemed necessary. The details for WDC had been provided. 
· A picnic bench request was considered.  The location was approved close to the playground shelter but far enough from cricket boundary and beacon. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk89775662]The Ashdown Forest parking consultation was noted. The Council agreed to not provide a collective response and instead allow parishioners and cllrs to respond individually. 

73. Finance
(i) To accept the account summary. 
Unanimously accepted.
(ii) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule.
The list had been circulated amounting to £19311.31.
Unanimously accepted.
(iii) To ratify the Finance Committee Minutes 29th November 2021.
Unanimously ratified. 
(iv) To approve the budget for 2022/23.
Unanimously accepted subject to specific project approval during the year. 
(v) To approve the precept request 2022/23.
Unanimously accepted with a 5% increase to the precept amount to £96711.00 for 2022/23.

74. To review update on the neighbourhood plan.
The item was deferred to a future meeting. 
75. To ratify planning decisions and review planning applications.

The planning minutes were duly ratified. 

76. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

Items for inclusion

Fundraising 
Fun Run 

Items for Reporting 

Cllr Reed reported on a possible 100th anniversary event for Winnie the Pooh. 
Cllr Reed also reported on a possible open house gardens for fundraising at AA Milne’s house. 

Dates of Next Meetings: 6th February 2022

Meeting closed at 9pm 
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