Hartfield Parish Council - Climate & BioDiversity Declaration Plan September 2020
This Declaration sets out our ambition to address the Parish Council’s contribution to climate change and to actively contribute to and promote District, County and central Government initiatives.
Hartfield Parish Council is aware of the significant implications of climate change for the community; it is already affecting our environment, infrastructure, economy and health & wellbeing. 
Hartfield Parish Council will contribute to a global response to climate change through our collective action, innovation and influence.
We plan to reduce the Parish Council's carbon emissions to meet NetZero by 2030, and actively encourage the people we do business with to strive to do the same. The Council will also act as a catalyst, engaging the skills, talents and knowledge of residents, businesses and visitors to develop and implement an innovative and sustainable plan of action. 
The Parish Council commits to publishing information that will help support our community in reducing their carbon impact., in areas such as, but not limited to:
	Objectives
	Actions
	Who/How/When?

	1. Deploying more renewable, decentralised and smart energy systems
	Publicise Government Green agenda incentives on website and promote and encourage uptake
	

	2. Changing agricultural practices to reduce emissions associated with farming operations, manage soils sustainably and replenish soil carbon
	Promote proper use of land and best practice 
Work with local landowners and their agents to manage livestock and machine emissions
	

	3. Encouraging carbon storage such as through tree planting, the use of wood in construction and heathland restoration
	Access “free” sources of trees and encourage and promote tree planting schemes
Consider appointment of a “tree warden”
	

	4. Retrofitting energy-efficiency measures into our existing buildings
	Improve Pavilion and other structures energy efficiency including wind/solar power
Allow for EV charge points where feasible
	

	5. Constructing zero-carbon new buildings
	Ask about energy efficiency as part of planning process by promoting energy efficient schemes 
	

	6. Travelling less and using improved walking, cycling and public transport infrastructure more often, and using electric and hydrogen vehicles
	Support public transport and other modes of travel
Install EV charging points at PC locations
Encourage EV installations in and around the village
Promote healthier lifestyles (with NHS/Doctors)
	

	7. Changing our consumption to use less, re-use more and choose low-carbon options
	Improve recycling facilities in the village (e.g. split rubbish and recycling bins) 
Consider hygienic water fountain options (e.g. Pooh Corner etc) for refills 
	

	8. Challenging all economic sectors to review their practices and the values of those they do business with
	Ask new and existing suppliers to confirm and challenge their environmental approach
	

	9. Challenging all economic sectors to review their practices and the values of those they do business with
	Support and encourage local businesses in sustainable approach to environmental challenges
	

	10. Understanding more about where the food we eat comes from and reducing food waste
	Engage with local food businesses to understand and promote a more local supply chain
Signpost local Community “fridges” for surpluses
	

	11. Empowering the people of Hartfield with the knowledge and skills to act collectively
	Communicate and engage with our community on environmental issues and future plans 
	

	12. Additionally, we will work to understand the near-term and future risks of climate change for Hartfield to plan for how our infrastructure, public services and communities will have to adapt
	Consider longer term plans in the events of environmental, health and other potential challenges aiming for a Zero Carbon Village by 2050
	







Hartfield Parish Council also acknowledges that we face a crisis in BioDiversity and Pollution. 
Hartfield Parish Council will work with:
* Residents and landowners on programs to increase local biodiversity.
* Residents and business to reduce waste and other forms of non-CO2 based pollution (e.g. Plastics).
As Climate Change, BioDiversity and Pollution are inter-related concerns, Hartfield Parish Council will where possible pursue initiatives that address these multiple issues.
Local organisations and communities cannot do this alone. The National Government plays a key role in many of the policy areas that are vital to reducing emissions and adapting to climate change. use its powers to provide the resources and funding necessary to accelerate the transition to a low-carbon and resilient economy and society.
We ask every organisation, business, community and individual to do the same.




